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Chalfant Valley ï On Feb. 22, residents of Chalfant attended a community meeting to discuss a potential 

groundwater basin adjustment that would subdivide the Owens Valley groundwater basin into two sub-basins. 

This is an important step in maintaining local control of groundwater in accordance with the newly enacted Sus-

tainable Groundwater Management Act.  Supervisor Stump also updated the community on the Cal Fire SRA 

(State Responsibility Area) fee, ongoing flood mitigation discussions, and the return after many years of a polling 

place in Chalfant for the upcoming elections. Community Development Analyst Brent Calloway solicited infor-

mation about unmet transit needs in the community and briefed the attendees on various USFS and BLM plan-

ning issues relevant to the Tri-Valley region. 

  

June Lake Citizens Advisory Committee ï At its Feb.2 meeting, Supervisor Alpers gave an update on County 

matters. Jeff Ronci pitched the idea of bringing a skate park to June Lake. Under public comment local resident 

Jake Suppa expressed interest by several community residents to establish a community garden, and Courtney 

Weiche reviewed policies for zero- emission vehicles. On March 1 meeting, John Helm of ESTA  



(Eastern Sierra Transit Authority) solicited input on unmet transit needs and a new June Lake summer route. Mem-

bers discussed interest in a community garden, and received an update by Jeff Ronci on a proposed skate park 

and by Courtney Weiche on development activities at June Lake. 

  

LDTAC ï At the Land Development Technical Advisory Committee (LDTAC) meeting Feb. 1 Courtney Weiche 

summarized a thrift store proposal at Crowley Lake, and Gerry Le Francois reviewed an expanded home occupa-

tion in Bridgeport, and an amendment to the Specific Plan for the Tioga Inn near Lee Vining. At meetings March 7 

& 21, the LDTAC considered a lot line adjustment at Bryant Field in Bridgeport presented by Gerry Le Francois, 

Garrett Higerd and Walt Lehmann. Also considered was a proposal to reestablish commercial uses in 

Bridgeport staffed by Courtney Weiche. A lot merger and a variance in June Lake were considered. 

  

Planning Commission ï The Planning Commission conducted a rare joint meeting with BOS on Feb. 11 to discuss 

Transient Rental Overlay Districts (TRODs) throughout the county following a staff review of the situation by Court-

ney Weiche and Nick Criss. Planning Commission and BOS members weighed in individually with perspectives on 

what is/is not working. Following public input and a summary of consensus items by BOS Chair Stump, the BOS 

directed Planning Commission and Community Development staff to confer and draft recommendations for future 

BOS consideration. The Planning Commission conducted a workshop March 10 to continue discussion of TRODs 

throughout the county. Courtney Weiche and Nick Criss presented an overview of Ch. 25 and 26 that define and 

regulate TRODs and sought input from commissioners on how to refine regulations based on community input on 

existing and proposed TRODs. 

  

Collaborative Planning Team ï At its quarterly meeting Jan. 28, the CPT had an in-depth discussion of erosion 

control at Tri-Valley and Swall Meadows, with agencies offering assistance but looking to Mono County for leader-

ship. Thanks to Supervisor Stump and Garrett Higerd for their contributions. CDD Intern Jake Suppa, in coordina-

tion with Wendy Sugimura, presented a PowerPoint on sustainable agriculture planning. Alisa Ellsworth of CA Fish 

& Wildlife discussed the California Wildlife Action Plan, and Deb Schweizer of USFS/Inyo outlined Forest Plan revi-

sions and off-highway/over-snow vehicle staging are-

as.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Mono Basin RPAC ï At its Feb. 10 meeting Supervisor Alpers presented a status report on a variety of matters, 

including the recent California Public Utilities Commission approval of a grant  for Mono City wireless service, not-

ing that Lee Vining was excluded. Erin Noesser of USFS reviewed over-snow vehicle use planning. Paul McFar-

land reported on Lee Vining PUD rate evaluation status and also presented a detailed annual trails plan that was 

accepted by the RPAC. On March 9, the RPAC received an update on road projects from Caltrans, a report on 

digital service and corridor WiFi policy by Nate Greenberg, and Simis Ranch street renaming by Steve Connett. 

Chris Lizza reviewed bylaw revisions, and Supervisor Alpers reported on BOS activities.    

  

The Long Valley Hydrologic Advisory Committee (HAC) met Feb. 10 for updates on USGS data and new monitor-

ing wells. Reports were given on status of CD-IV and related mitigation monitoring programs. Thanks to Nick Criss 

and Brent Calloway for staff support of the HAC. 

  

Bridgeport Valley RPAC ï At its Jan. 21 meeting, the RPAC discussed the High Sierra Snowcat and Yurt opera-

tion, and approved a letter of support to the HTNF (Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest). The RPAC also discussed 

changes to its bylaws based on direction from the BOS, discussed policy language for siting zero-emission-vehicle 

recharge stations, and continued working on a banner across Main Street. Wendy Sugimura staffed the meet-

ing.Regular meetings for February and March RPAC were canceled. At a Special Meeting March 22, a group of 35 

RPAC members received information from BLM on wildland interface fire prevention treatments, and asked plenty 

of questions. Alicia Vennos, Jeff Simpson and Liz Grans of Economic Development explained Mono Tourismôs 

outreach and efforts to help local businesses thrive.  

  

Local Transportation Commission ï The LTC met Feb. 8 to receive an audit and initial Overall Work Program 

discussion with Megan Mahaffey. Gerry Le Francois reviewed the fiscal challenges of the Stateôs Transportation 

Improvement Program, the coordination efforts with Caltrans and Inyo and Kern counties on programming partner-

ship projects on the US 395/SR 14 corridor, and presented the Regional Transportation Improvement Program 

adopted by the LTC. Jill Batchelder presented statistics on ESTA operations. The LTC authorized a letter urging 

Greyhound Lines to extend connecting service to Mono County via current routes of YARTS (Yosemite Area Re-

gional Transportation System). The LTC met March 14 to conduct a review of the Overall Work Program with Me-

gan Mahaffey, receive update on the Regional Transportation Improvement Program by Gerry Le Francois,  



on the joint workshop on bylaws with BOS. 

   

National award ï Wendy Sugimura, team leader for sage grouse conservation efforts to prevent listing sage 

grouse as an endangered species, traveled to Pittsburgh, PA, to receive a national award from USFS and BLM rec-

ognizing Mono County as ñconservation leadership partner of the year.ò Congratulations to all County staff, RPACs, 

Planning Commission, Local Transportation Commission, and local, state and federal entities that participated and 

supported this process.  

  

 Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District ï The board of directors met March 16 initiating its joint application 

with Inyo County to divide the Owens Valley groundwater basin into two sub-basins in accordance with the provisions 

of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.  

  

Long Valley RPAC ï At the March 23 meeting, Courtney Weiche provided an update of planning activities, and 

members discussed bear-proof trash enclosure needs and trail connections. 

  

Perry heads down the hall ï It is with sadness that we announce Tom Perryôs departure from Mono County to as-

sume the building official position with Mammoth Lakes. A huge thanks to Tom for his years of service, particularly 

the past five years as building official. Best of luck, and we look forward to future collaboration with the Town Building 

Division.  
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TOURISM  

¶ Advertising: 

Television:  We partnered on a winter television ad buy with June Mountain on Fox 11 in Reno. Here are the 

two 15-second spots that ran from end of February for three weeks -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=GPjQb_8pPN0 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm_SrIhpmms 

Print/Social/PR:  Fishing season advertising campaign has begun. We secured the cover of California Sports-

manôs April issue with a photo courtesy of Sierra Drifters Guide Service. We have a full-page ad in that issue, as 

well as in Western Outdoor News ñEastern Sierra Previewò and ñLakes Guideò issues. To continue to counter 

drought concerns, our Cômon Up, the Waterôs Fine is a tactical message that shows  current photos of our lakes 

and rivers. 

Print advertising ï Fishing Season, 2016  

redir.aspx?REF=mSi5fKxOZKJGwb5oHU8g-FdddJRkrpn33ZSPBhxFbsHG7SSJLWfTCAFodHRwOi8vc3RhY3ljb3JsZXNzLnVzOC5saXN0LW1hbmFnZTEuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrP3U9YzM2NDNiMDA4YTBjYjdlZDViMjA5ZGUzNyZpZD00NDM5NzdjODA1JmU9YWQwN2VjODg4MA..
redir.aspx?REF=mSi5fKxOZKJGwb5oHU8g-FdddJRkrpn33ZSPBhxFbsHG7SSJLWfTCAFodHRwOi8vc3RhY3ljb3JsZXNzLnVzOC5saXN0LW1hbmFnZTEuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrP3U9YzM2NDNiMDA4YTBjYjdlZDViMjA5ZGUzNyZpZD00NDM5NzdjODA1JmU9YWQwN2VjODg4MA..
redir.aspx?REF=Pq8DRW2Shl8Cx0Io6BtEewU3kGV10u8epUQ6sgXH7X3G7SSJLWfTCAFodHRwOi8vc3RhY3ljb3JsZXNzLnVzOC5saXN0LW1hbmFnZS5jb20vdHJhY2svY2xpY2s_dT1jMzY0M2IwMDhhMGNiN2VkNWIyMDlkZTM3JmlkPTRiNThkMTk0MGYmZT1hZDA3ZWM4ODgw

